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What is Quick Look?
Quick Look is a quick preview feature developed by Apple 
which is included in Mac OS X 10.5 a.k.a. Leopard.

It expands on icon previews found in the Column view by 
allowing users to actually view the contents of a file in the 
Finder at full size.

It does this without opening the application that 
created or can open the document.



Quick Look screenshot



How does it work?
Easy! In a Finder window, for example, click on a file, press 
the spacebar, and up pops a preview window that shows the 
contents of the file.

You can also go to File > Quicklook “Name of file”, or press 
Apple-Y.

Multipage files like PDFs, Word documents or RTF documents 
can be viewed page-by-page by scrolling the scroll button on 
the right.



Multipage document in Quick Look



How does it work? (cont.)

Using the arrow keys will close that document preview and 
preview the next one in the folder.

You can close the window from the close button on the upper 
left, or by pressing the spacebar again.

A button on the bottom of the window allows you to expand 
it to full-screen mode.



Quick Look Full Screen mode



Quick Look Full-Screen Mode

In full-screen mode, the Quick Look view expands to fill the 
entire screen, and black surrounds the view.

The Dock and menubar both retract, but either will pop up if 
you move your mouse to the top or bottom of the display.

While in full-screen mode, you can either click to return to 
normal view, or close that preview. 



Long document in FS mode



How does it work? (cont.)

If you select multiple items in a Finder window, and press the 
spacebar, Cover Flow will display their icons in a slideshow 
view, which you can navigate with buttons underneath.

You can also switch to a thumbnail view, then click on the 
thumbnail to see the item in full preview.

If you preview a movie, you can watch it in the preview and 
control the movie’s volume.



Multiple items in Quick Look thumbnail view



Multiple items in Quick Look slideshow view



What it works with...
Besides PDFs, RTFs and .docs, Quick Look also works with 
HTML files, anything Quicktime can open (JPEG, GIF, PNG, 
TIFF, PDF, movies), text documents, Apple Keynote, Pages 
and Numbers files, ODF documents, Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Powerpoint files (including the new OOXML format) and 
RAW camera images.

Quick Look can be expanded by third-party plugins, to 
preview even more files (Stuffit files, for example).



Quick Look in Spotlight

Quick Look also works in Spotlight, Apple’s technology that 
allows for fast searches by indexing, or making a database 
of, most files stored on your hard drive.

Quick Look doesn’t work with the Spotlight menu item on the 
right side of the menubar, but rather works when you do a 
search from a Finder window.



Why?

Another silly question!
Actually, it is a great 

timesaver!



This ends this presentation.
Thanks for viewing.


